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Andheri East bypoll: No surprise in victory of gkhale Brid

Latke, but runner-up NOTA the scene-stealer

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 6

THE UDDHAV Thackeray-led
Shiv Sena won the Andheri
(East) Assembly bypoll on
Sunday as many observers ex-
pected but an eye-catching take-
away from the election was the
high share of None of the Above
(NOTA) votes at nearly 15 per
cent of the votes polled.

The high percentage of NOTA
votes — up from 2.93 per cent of
the total vote share in the 2019
Assembly elections —raised the
eyebrows of many, with the
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) al-
liance, of which the Uddhav fac-
tion of the Senais a part, and po-
litical observers suspecting the
use of money power.

Some political analysts
claimed that of the total NOTA
votes, over 70 per cent was the re-
sult of a sustained behind-the-
scenes campaign carried out of
vendetta for not getting BJP candi-
date Murji Patel to bow out of the
contest. Following appeals from
outfits such as the Raj Thackeray-
led Maharashtra Navnirman Sena
(MNS) and the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP), the BJP
withdrew Patel and provided the
Thackeray-led Sena’s candidate
Rutuja Latke an almost clear path
to victory. The bypoll was neces-
sitated by the death of Latke’s
husband Ramesh Latke in May.

“The NOTA voters in 2019
seem to be traditional voters who
choose NOTA as a means of
protest. But it seems that the re-
maining (NOTA)voters(this time)
chose NOTA for political vendetta
to mobilise voters against Latke.
Three kinds of voters might have
opted for NOTA. First, those who
did not see any viable alternative
from the contesting candidates
voted NOTA as a protest. Second,
the hardcore BJP and RSS sup-

HOW ANDHERI EAST
PERFORMED IN RECENT YEARS

2022 ASSEMBLY BYPOLL
Winner 66,247
Rutuja Latke (76.85% total vote share)
from Shiv Sena-Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray

Number of voters- 2.71 lakh

86,198

NOTA 12,776 (31.74%)
(14.79 % of total vote share) Voter turnout
2019 ASSEMBLY POLL
Winner 62,773
Ramesh Latke (42.67%total vote share)
from Shiv Sena-BJP
alliance L_

Number of voters 2.75 lakh

NOTA 4,311
(2.93 % of total vote share)

porters may have chosen NOTA
since there was no BJP candidate.
And third may have been the sup-
porters and sympathisers of
Murji Patel who were upset with
the BJP as the party asked him to
withdraw his nomination and
they campaigned for NOTA,” said
Sanjay Patil, a political analyst.

After the results were de-
clared, Shiv Sena alleged that
voters were paid to choose NOTA
and alluded to the role of “some
parties” in attempting to ensure
that Latke’s victory was “dis-
graced and dishonourable”.
Hitting out at the BJP, Uddhav
Thackeray said, “It is clear that
there was a use of notes in the
elections ... there was campaign-
ing for NOTA. Had the BJP con-
tested the election, the party
would have got the same num-
ber of votes as NOTA.”

In a low turnout election,
Latke polls highest votes
ever from constituency

Experts cite lack of
oppositionand
smooth transfer of
Cong and NCPvotes
as possible factors

VALLABHOZARKAR
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 6

DESPITE THE low turnout of 31.7
per cent for the Andheri bypoll
elections, Latke not only won the
assembly election by securing 77
per cent votes but in the process
also became the candidate to se-
cure the highest number of votes
from this constituency till date.
This, many believe reflects a clear
and smooth transfer of votes by
Congress and NCP.

Winning the assmbly election
on Sunday;, Latke, secured a total
of 66,530 votes, out of the 86,570
voted polled during the election.
This is the highest vote that any
candidate from this constituency
has secured in the four assembly
elections, since its formation in
2008. In the previous three elec-
tions, the highest vote was se-
cured by Latke’s husband Ramesh
Latke in 2019 when he polled
62,773 votes evenas Senaand BJP
contested the elections together.

86,198 voters casted their votes
out of the total 2.74 lakh voters,
Latke managed a clean sweep by
consolidating a total of 66,530
(76.85% total vote share).

According to the political ob-
servers, the reason behind the
surge invotes to Latke, despite low
voters turn out could be linked to
no candidature by BJP and
Congress and the possibility of
smooth transfer of votes from
Congress, as MVA partners con-
tested this election as allies.
Analysts also claimed that the
sympathy for the Sena as well as
the Latke in the constituency may
have also played a major role apart
from the transfer of votes.

A sena functionary confessed
that the voting to Sena-MVA can-
didate Latke showed that thosea-
gainst BJP also cast their votes for
Sena, which the party would not
get earlier owing to its alliance
with BJP. “Since, we are not with
BJP, the anti-BJP and secular votes
seems to have been transferred to
us, which would not happen ear-
lier.,"the functionary said.

Anil Parab, who was incharge
of the Andheri(E) by poll cam-
paign said the results show that
the MVA has along way to goand
the expressed confidence that if
the polls are fought in alliance as
MVA then it can get victory in the
upcoming BMC elections as well.

1.47 lakh
(53.55%)
Voter turnout

Latke also claimed that the
BJP withdrew their candidate
after realising that he would
lose and hence the NOTA cam-
paign was launched.

“The BJP knew that they
would get the same number of
votes as NOTA, so they with-
drew from the polls stating tra-
dition but later campaigned for
NOTA,” Latke said.

The BJP denied the allegations
and claimed it had nothing to do
with the high number of NOTA
votes polled. Congratulating
Latke, Mumbai BJP president
Ashish Shelar claimed the
Uddhav Sena candidate won only
because of his party’s help and
had the BJP contested she would
have lost. “The Shiv Sena (Uddhav
Balasaheb Thackeray) did not
mobilise more votes. Had BJP
contested the bypoll, the Shiv

An eye-catching takeaway from 2022 bypoll was the
high share of NOTA votes at nearly 15% of the votes polled

2014 ASSEMBLY POLL
Winner- 52,817
Ramesh Latke

from Shiv Sena

Number of voters 2.86 lakh

(34.52% total vote share)

1.53 lakh

NOTA 1,632 (53.44%)
(1.07 % of total vote share) Voter turnout
2009 ASSEMBLY POLL
Winner 55,990
Suresh Shetty (40.74%total vote share)
of Congress

Number of voters 2.76 lakh
NOTA-not applicable
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Sena candidate would have lost.
So, Shiv the Sena (UBT) should re-
alise that Latke’s win is with the
help of BJP,” Shelar said.

Murji Patel said the low
turnout on polling day
(November 3) — almost 1.9 lakh
voters did not vote — indicated
public anger with Uddhav and
his party. “There is dissatisfac-
tion and unrest among the pub-
lic against Thackeray and the
Sena led by him. So, almost 70
per cent of voters did not turn up
for voting and almost 15 per cent
chose NOTA. There is no pointin
blaming us if people are choos-
ing to vote NOTA,” Patel said.

Along with Latke, six other
independents and candidates
from small parties were in the
fray but their total vote share was
far less than the NOTA vote
share. While these candidates

But this was at a time

when the total votes
polled for in the con-
stituency were 1.47 lakh.

As against a voter
turnout of 31.74 percent
this time, the polling per-
centage was much higher
in the past. In 2009 as-
sembly polls, 49.70 per
centvoters cast their votes
and then the turnout in
2014 and 2019 rose fur-
therto 53.44 per centand
53.55 per cent respec-
tively. The electoral statis-
tics shows that the
Andheri east constituency
has over 2.7 lakh voters of
whichinall the past three
elections the voters turn
out was between 49% to
53 percent. Whilein 2009,
1.37lakh voters voted, in
2014 and 2019, 1.53lakh
and 1.47 lakh voters
casted their votes.

In this by-poll how-
ever evenafter beinglow-
est voters turn out with

NOTICE INVITING SHORT TERM
E-TENDER Short Term E-tender No.
ETC/MU/T-88/2022-23 is invited for
Maintenance
Transmission Lines under the jurisdiction
of Electricity Transmission Circle,
Muzaffarnagar.
uploaded on

of different

E-tender is

voltage

being
www.etender.up.nic.in.
Estimated cost of work: Rs. 268.37 Lacs
only (Excluding GST). EMD cost Rs.
269000.00, Cost of tender documents
including GST : Rs. 2950/- Scheduled
date & time of submission of bid : Up to
25.11.2022 by 17:00 Hrs., Scheduled date
and time of opening of Part-I : 26.11.2022
at 12:00 Hrs. Opening of Part-1I of the
tender shall be intimated through E-Portal.
For Detailed information, please visit
website www.etender.up.nic.in for any
corrections/amendments/ modifications/
extensions till the date of submission off
tender and thereafter.
Superintending Engineer, Electricity
Transmission Circle, Muzaffarnagar,
“Save Electricity in the interest of the
Nation” Uaid,/ No.
fgouToqO (ETC)/ FOTTY(MZN) /
f&i®s / DATED 05.11.2022

(S.P. RAM)
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Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's
) SARDAR PATEL INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLDGY

= 2| Autonomous Institute under University of Mumbai
Munshi Nagar, Andheri (West), Mumbai

— 400 058.

1.37 lakh
(49.70%)
Voter turnout

managed to receive only 7,122
votes of the 86,198 votes polled,
12,721 votes chose NOTA.

Sena leader and MLC Anil
Parab who alerted the Election
Commission (EC) and local po-
lice about alleged campaigning
and distribution of money to
voters to choose for NOTA in
the by-poll said this was the
victory of Shiv Sainiks and
showed that Mumbaikars were
with Uddhav Thackeray.

“This is a victory of
Mumbaikars, the Shiv Sena and
the MVA. I had raised with the EC
and the local police the issue of
distribution of money by a few
Opposition party workers to vot-
ers. The voters were told to
choose NOTA. But no action was
taken even after I provided evi-
dence like audio clips and videos
of the workers and their identi-
ties. So, I think all those votes for
NOTA were the Opposition
party's votes,” Parab said.

Additional traffic
police personnel
deployed to
guide commuters

EESHANPRIYAMS
MUMBAI,NOVEMBER 6

THE MUMBAI traffic police have
planned extra arrangements in
Andheri at the two ends of the
Gokhale bridge, which will shut

from Monday.
The bridge, which is an
important link between

Andheri East and West, will be
closed for traffic from Monday
morning for at least two years
while the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
begins demolition and recon-
struction of the bridge.

Mumbai police haveissuedin-
structions on alternate routes to
be taken by the public but suspect
that it will take a few days for
everyone to get to know them.

“Generally, the bridge saw a
lot of trafficas it is one of the main
routes connecting two sides of
Andheri. Now, with the bridge
being shut we suspect chaos for
the first few days for which we
have deployed extra traffic po-
licemen,” an officer said.

The bridge goes over the
Western suburban railway tracks
just south of Andheri railway sta-
tion. Itis also an important link in
this area of the western suburbs,
connecting the Western Express
Highway that fallsonits east side,
with the SV Road that falls on its
West. It is among the busiest
routes in the Western suburbs, es-
pecially during peak hours.

The BMC decided to shut the
bridge as it found the structure to
be unsafe during a structural au-
ditin September. The audit found
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ge closed
to traffic from today

The bridge, an important link between Andheri East and
West, will be closed for at least two years. Amit Chakravarty

ALTERNATE
ROUTES TO TAKE

M The traffic police
have suggested other
east-west connectorsin
the vicinity for
commuters such as the
Balasaheb Thackeray
flyover, the Andheri
subway, the Milan
subway and the

Mrinal Tai Gore flyover

B These alternate
routes are likely to add
2-5 km of distance for
commuters travelling
between east and west
in the western suburbs
and will add to traffic
snarls on the Western
Express Highway and
SV Road, especially
during peak hours

that the portion presently opera-
tional has weakened due to cor-
rosion of the steel girders. On
November 1, the civicbody wrote
to the Mumbai traffic police to
draw up a plan for alternate travel

routes for commuters, who use
the bridge.

The closure of the bridge is ex-
pected to prompt more com-
muters to use the Andheri metro.
In a statement last week, a
Mumbai Metro One Private
Limited (MMOPL) spokesperson
said, “Mumbai Metro One is pre-
pared toaccommodate additional
commuters due to the closure of
the Gokhale Bridge. We anticipate
the ridership to increase by
around 20,000 per day. We have
also kept a train on standby and
willintroduce services if we come
across any increase in footfalls at
the stations. We had successfully
accommodated additional com-
muters when the bridge was
closed in July 2018.”

In 2018, a portion of the
bridge collapsed killing two peo-
ple. Following the incident, it
was found that the portion
which collapsed was under the
jurisdiction of the Railways.

P Velrasu, Additional
Municipal Commissioner of
BMC and in-charge of the proj-
ect said that tenders for the new
Gokhale Bridge will be floated
within the next month for the fi-
nal design and approval of the
bridge will be completed soon.

Computer Science and Enga.

website www.spit.ac.in

Admission Notice for Direct Second Year Engineering 2022-23
Applications are invited for admission to Direct Second Year Engg. in Compauter
Engg.. Computer Science and Engg. (Artificial intelligence and Machine leaming),
(Data Science) and Electromics &
Telecommunication Engg. for vacancias, it any, after CAP rownd - 0

Online application can be submitted between 07.11.2022 to 29.11.2022 along
with a payment of Rs. 2000/-. For other details and schadule of admission visit our

Sl
PRINGIPAL

Advertisement No. 121/2022

Government of India
Public Enterprises Selection Board
invites applications for the post of

Director (Finance)

In

Andrew Yule & Co. Ltd.

Last date of receipt of applications in PESB is
by 15.00 hours on

09" December, 2022

For details login to website
http://lwww.pesb.gov.in

MUMBAI METRO RAIL CORPORATION LIMITED

(A JV-SPV of Govl. of India and Govi. of Maharashtra)

Transit Office Building, ‘& Wing, "E’ Block, Morth Side of City Park,
Behind Income Tax Office, Bandra Kurla Cornplex, Bandra (E). Mumbai - 51 |

>
MMRC
" No.PRO/MMRC/22

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

IFE No.: MM3-CBS-BP

MMPCL imvites sealed bids in accordance with “Single Stage Two Cover™ bidding
gystemn from efigible bidders for "Selection of a Banking partner for Transaction
Acquiring, Card lzzuing and AFC integration services for Murmbai Metro Line 3",

A complete sef of the bidding documents may be acquired from e-fendenng portal
www.tenderwizard.com/MMRC between 07/11/2022 15:00 hrs. to 20012/2022 15:00

hrs. Applicant are requested fto refer to the detailed NIT published on the

e-bendering portal wew.tenderwizard.com/MMRC and website wew.mmrcl.com

Inferested bidders shali submst Proposal onfine at www.tenderwizard comiMMREC a5

perthe prescrbed guadelines on or before 2011 212022 17:00 hes and bid opening shall be

doneon 211272022 12:00hrs

Date: 07/11/2022
Place: Mumbai

Sdl-
(Ms. Ashwini Bhide, IAS)

Managing Director, MMRC

FR.CONCEICAO RODRIGUES
INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY

(A Christian Rellgious Minority College)

Sector 94, Vashi, Mawi Mumbai =

Fhone : (0223 ZT771000; website: www.fcrit.ac.in
Institute Code : EN3197

03,

MAALC and UG Programs by NBA.

FCRIT is Permanently Affiliated to the University of Mumbai, Approved by the
State Government (M.5.) and AICTE {New Delhi). Institute is accredited by

FCRIT, Vashi, has been awarded the Best College Award for Urban 4rea for the
Academic Year 2020-21 by the University of Mumbai.

ADMISSION NOTICE 2022-23

FIRST YEAR ENGINEERING /

DIRECT SECOND YEAR

ENGINEERING AND PG COURSES
AGAINST CAP VACANCY

offline mode
Time : Between 3.30amto 3,30 pm

time

Applications are invited from eligible candidates against any vacancies that
may arise after CAP Round-111 for First Year Engineering, Direct Second Year
Engineering and Post Graduwate programs, [Minority & Open Category).

Admission will be purely on the basis of inter-se merit of candidates who have
applied to the institute in the prescribed form within the due date and on the
basis of rules published in the Information Brochure by the Gowt, of
Maharashtra, State Common Entrance Test Cell for Admission to
Undergraduate / Post Graduate Technical Courses.,

Issue & Submission of Application Form Gl 14/11/2022, excluding Sunday

Form and Processing Charges : Rs. 1000/-

Mote : For Admission schedule visit our Website / Notice Board from time to
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IDEAS TO REDEFINE BANKING

Ace the Account Aggregator Challenges
Win Amazing Prizes
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7" November 2022

Criteria:
Age limit: 18 years and above - Team Size: 1- 4
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